
     

   

   

     
   

       
    

   

   

   
 

               
               

               

             
             

                 
           

               
                

       

 

 
 

  

     
              





HENRY MCMASTER 
GOVERNOR 

The Honorable Andrew R. Wheeler 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Administrator Wheeler: 

September 11, 2018 

As you are aware, the National Hurricane Center has determined that Hurricane Florence will have 
a significant impact on one or more southeastern states, including South Carolina, over the course of the 
next several days. Indeed, according to the latest forecast models, most of South Carolina lies within the 
National Hurricane Center's Track Forecast Cone, and a significant portion of our coastline is under either 
a hurricane watch or warning. 

In view of the significant threat posed by Hurricane Florence, I have ordered the mandatory 
evacuation of approximately I million people from our coastal counties. Accordingly, because such 
evacuation efforts are expected to increase demand and pressure on the fuel supply, I write to request that 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ("EPA") assist in our efforts to optimize consumer access to 
critical fuel supplies, avoid distribution constraints, and otherwise minimize disruptions associated with 
Hurricane Florence. More specifically, I respectfully urge th~ EPA to issue any and all appropriate 
emergency waivers of federal fuel-related regulations, to include the following: the Reid Vapor Pressure 
("RVP") requirements set forth at 40 C.F.R. § 80.27, the reformulated gasoline requirements and 
commingling prohibitions set forth at 40 C.F.R. § 80.78(a)(7), and the butane blending requirements set 
forth at 40 C.F .R. § 80.82( e )(I). As you may recall, such waivers helped our state and region minimize 
fuel-supply interruptions during Hurricane Irma in 20 I 7, and South Carolina remains grateful to the EPA 
for its swift action and assistance in that regard. 

Thank you in advance for your consideration of the instant request. Should you have any questions 
or need any additional information, please do not hesitate to call me. Your staff may contact my legal 
counsel, Thomas Limehouse, at 803-734-6023, as.well as Tom Allen, director of safety, transportation, and 
emergency response for the S.C. Office of Regulatory Staff, at 803-622-5308; or Myra Reece, director of 
environmental affairs for the. S.C. Department of Health and Environmental Control, at 803-898-4102. 

Yours very truly, 

~ .. 7~~ 
Henry McMaster · · 

HM/ti 

STATE HousE • 1100 GERVAIS STREET • COLUMBIA, Sourn C~ROLINA 29201 • TELE;HONE: 803-734-2100 









     
 

     
   

  

   

    
    

         
    

   

                
               
       

                
                
                

    

                 
                 

              
             

                  
         

  
  

      
    

     

    
     

            






















